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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Group Art Unit: 2176 
Examiner Q Tran 
Intellectual Property- 
Law Department - 4054 
International Business 
Machines Corporation 
11400 Burnet Road 
Austin, Texas 78758 



re application of 

t 

Ejwip N. Banerjee et al. 

Serial No: 09/779,357 

Fjlled: Februaery 8, 2001 

TjLtle: PRIORITIZING AND 

VESUAtLY DISTINGUISHING SETS 
Of HYPERLINKS IN HYPERTEXT 
WORLD, WIDE WEB DOCUMENTS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH WEIGHTS BASED 
U+ON ATTRIBUTES OF WEB 
DOCUMENTS LINKED TO SUCH 
HYPERLINKS / > 

I CgRTIF^CATE OF PArftT M ILE TRAMflMTflfiTfiM 

priesent^JnL^^i^ that this correspondence including the 
SSiSS f ri?I2??? 5 a ? d - f Cc °^Panying Transmittal letter is 
SStS at X5i££? vl * f »c8inile to USPTO, Group Art Unit 

of: 7 |x^ine e r e rT?a^ e r ^ Y^^ *' the 



OFFICIAL 




CoAmissioner for Patents 
P.O. Bqx 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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! 09/779,357 

larch 25, 2001." ^ re8P ° n8e t0 ^ ° ffiC±al Actlbn mailea 



^unmary of Telephone Interview with Examiner on 06/16/04. 

E^T' EXamlner ^ tel ^ h °- interview 

I II to their attorney, j. ,. Kraft on June 16 , 2QQ4 

f " tlei W»t*°n under 35 u.s.c. 102, must expressly or 
^Pliedly teach every element of invention without 
X* f ^ ati0n ' The Examiner's application of the Adar et al. 
(US6,493,702) patent does not meet this standard. It was . 
ajso pointed out that present Application and the Becker et 
al Patent (5.878, 223)used by Examiner in the rejection 
uijder ; 35 USC 103 were commonly owned by International 
Business Machines Corporation, the Assignee herein at the 
tipe the invention of the present Application was made. 
Thus, under 35 USC 103(c), the Becker patent could hot be 

used to preclude patentability. 

i 

Applicants Argument 

The rejection of claims 1-2, 6-15, 19-28, and 32-39 
under 35 use 102(e) as anticipated by Adar et al. 
(US6,4d3,7020 is respectfully traversed. 

; A rejection based on anticipation under 35 U.S.C. 102, • 
nrnjst expressly or impliedly teach every element of Invention 
wi(;hou^ modification. The Examiner's application of the 
Ad£r patent does not meet this standard. Every claim in the 
in " 

in 



thig application requires that a plurality nf hvnbriinit* 
a w^b- dnrument. bp priori t-i*^ and that each of this 

e ^ra l AtV 9f hyperlinks v^n.Uv disting u ished baport iiTyw 



AUS9200;00928US1 
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! ;The Adar reference does not teach either of these 
HritLi tSaCh c «"««±ng * -arch via^ the Web, 

to the 9 ^ SSarCh reSUltS ' ^ the results 

3. no dLr V 3 Pri ° ritlzed lifit or Web documents; There 

cWnlv t? WhatSOSVer in Ad " hyperlink, and 

|r^inlyn p ^ f ril 1ftn nf pr , omi7lmT hyp or 11n )rr 

*nrt fh, n v i,„ n1lY ^ 3 ^ pq „ 1 fin1nfT rh e docunUnha 

EXamli?^y s Argymor,*- 

| in the above mentioned Interview, Examiner took the 
Potion that the prioritized documents resulting from a Web 
search presented to the user in Adar (column 16) was the 
teaching of the present invention required to anticipate 
urjder 35 use 102. Applicants submit that the prioritized 
result* were not prioritized hyperlinks in a received Web 
document. In connection with this, the Examiner's attention 
ij directed to the Micros^ r^nurar n^^ 0narv , v ^ rh 
B qitic-ft , definition of the term "Hyperlinic" : 

'= rinr-„tnI^ COnn ? Ction between an element in a hypertext 
' ±SS^ anS U f W ° rd ' a Phrase ' a symbol/or anf 
dSent^a^^l^rS'sc^p^" ^ ^ dOC ™ ent ' ^ther 

Applicants submit that there is nothing disclosed in 
Adfer's prioritized results matching a hyperlink as defined 
abpve. 

j For a disclosure of the claimed element of visually 
fiU,fUn<tui R hin,q thft plurality nf hv P er i inkfi frtm &ach . Qthor 
ba$ed Upon the prioritizing, Examiner only cites col. 9. 
lilies 40-45 in Adar. Applicants submit that this section in 
Ad4r dcjes not relate to the prioritized list of documents. 
Ratjher ;±t relates to a process of grouping "the millions of 
usejrs participating in the internet". The highlighting 
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*lsuallv „, ? not ais = los « the claimed 

i-e u t: :™r hin9 priomi2ed = - - - « 

loT B n ticl p a " re<,Ulr — ts - « 3 e=tto„ based 

Xressiv =r , ?• " USC 102 i - S - Che "ferenc. must 

without modification. As Appllcants n 

IT;::,; «nr to develop a Section 

nt need to T" " UCh 3 re36Cti ° n iS ' Scants see 

4er *l r U T ° l3imS " they ar * Patentable 

oyer Adar under 35 USC 103. 

Prelude ^tS^^j^ii^cVioTSl^ MOt 

: in this connection, the reaction of claims 3-5,16- 
18.,and^29-3l under 35 use 103(a) is respectfully traversed 

, The present Application and the Becker et al. latent 
reference were commonly owned by International Business 

inU^? S C ° rPOrati0n ' the assignee herein at the time the 
invention of the present Application was made. 

-a.1< T T filS ° f ^ present Application indicates that an 
Assent of the present Application to said Assignee is 

Sir f Patent 0ffiCe " A1S ° the prlnte * ^ckeri Patent 

indicates that it is assigned to the same Assignee. = 

i Since the present Application has a filing date after 
November 29, i 999 . and the Becker patent ^ ^ 

prjor art under the provisions of 35 u.s.c. 102(e), it is 
submitted that the Becker patent can not be used to preclude 

i ; 
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[Examiner's 




Wettability based upon 35 u.s.c. 103,0, 

f'oe.oid), (1)(2); and ] 

*>es not J " " £ «°"«- Examiner concedes, Adar 
* '^nycer! v n " brl ° h ™°° « «*• or blinKin, 

1U9 L V iT ° f , the £0re901 " 3 - " is submitted that claims 
.respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted 
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